Session 2.4 – Breakout group on ‘Scaling Up Local Solutions’
Background
· PEP-14 and PEP-15 sessions on role of local organizations and scaling up local solutions

· MDG Summit High-Level Event on “Ecosystems, Climate and the MDGs: Scaling Up Local Solutions”

· UNDP/WRI Working Paper – a country-led programmatic approach to scaling up

· UNDP “Local Capacity Strategy: Enabling Action for the Environment and Sustainable Development”

Purpose
· Achieve a transformative outcome at Rio 2012 that advances a global action agenda on scaling up local solutions and provides the foundation for longer-term implementation.

· Shining a light on local solutions and the critical role of local organizations 

· Focus on creating the enabling conditions for supporting and scaling up local action

· By focusing on concrete activities that can make a real difference in ‘growing the green economy of the poor, can help shift the focus of Rio 2012 to implementation
Proposed Activities

1) A country-led approach to scaling up local solutions
· How to shift from the prevailing project-by-project approach to a more programmatic approach to supporting local initiatives and accelerating the scaling up process

· In at least 1 or 2 countries – preferably where both PEI and GEF Small Grants Program are operating – undertake an assessment and multistakeholder consultation on the potential for and key elements of a country-led programmatic approach to scaling up

· Focus on enabling policies, market development, local capacity development, access to finance, learning and knowledge sharing. 
· Link to the mainstreaming agenda
2) Case studies on local solutions and scaling
· Carry out targeted case studies on local solutions and the enabling conditions for success
· Focus initially on the Equator Initiative and the GEF Small Grants Programme, but explore other sources of case studies, e.g. 
· IIED local organization profiles

· Check out World Social Forum

· ECSwitch Asia program on replicating sustainable SMEs

· WTO case studies on SME sector

· UNIDO work on cluster development

· Regional initiatives and partnerships 
· Develop, test and refine a case study template. 

· Prepare a synthesis paper for Rio 2012. 

· UNDP also interested in broader work on how to strengthen mechanisms to facilitate learning and knowledge sharing on local solutions
3) Global action agenda
· First 2 areas of work can feed into developing a shared vision and action agenda on scaling up local solutions as a major input to Rio 2012

· Need to further explore the process for taking this forward

· Could include convening an international workshop or forum
· Consider holding a high-profile launching event at Rio 2012

Recommendations
· In focusing on local ‘solutions’ need to be clear on criteria for ‘success’ 
· Need to focus on both the scaleability of local initiatives and the means for scaling up

· For the country level assessment and consultation, need to engage a range of stakeholders – local and intermediary support organizations, local and national government, the private sector and development partners.
Next steps
· Revise concept note

· Circulate to session attendees and the wider PEP

· Invite further comment and expressions of interest in taking this forward
