Follow up to the Dublin Workshop on Development Effectiveness in Practice - Applying the Paris Declaration to Advancing Gender Equality, Environmental Sustainability and Human Rights.

Session 2a
The Workshop on Development effectiveness in Practice, hosted by Irish Aid inn Dublin on the 26th and 27th April, brought together approximately 120 participants representing DAC members, partner countries, civil society and UN agencies.  It was jointly organised by the Working Party on Aid Effectiveness (WP-EFF), the DAC Networks on Environment and Development Co-operation (ENVIRONET), on Governance (GOVNET) and on Gender Equality (GENDERNET), with funding provided by the Governments of Ireland and Denmark.
The workshop objective was to examine the potential for the Paris Declaration’s key principles and partnership commitments to be used as valuable tools for advancing cross-cutting policy issues and the potential of cross-cutting policy issues to add value to the implementation of the Paris Declaration.  Case studies illustrating the potential for these complementarities were presented from around the world.  

As a follow up to the conference a number of possible actions have been identified which we would like to share with PEP members. 

1. Feed into the upcoming High Level Forum meeting assessing progress on implementing the Paris Declaration – Accra, Ghana September 2008. 

a. Build up a body of evidence to 1) demonstrate progress with respect to applying the Paris Principles in the context of support for environmental sustainability and implementation of paras 40-41 of the Paris Declaration and 2) highlight the importance of environmental sustainability as part of the development effectiveness agenda (e.g. further develop a paper prepared for the workshop on environmental sustainability and aid effectiveness). 

b. Feed into the evaluation of the Paris Declaration by collaborating with OECD / DAC networks Gendernet, Govnet and Evalunet to include the ‘cross cutting issues’ in all aspects of the evaluation and to provide support for a thematic study focused on gender, environment and human rights. 
c. In the run-up to the Accra HLF, an in-depth study of the health “tracer sector” will be undertaken in order to gain deeper insights into how the Paris agenda applies on the ground at the sectoral level. It is hoped that the steering committee overseeing this study will consider including the cross cutting issues and their impact on health outcomes. 
d.  In line with the important roles of civil society organisations (CSOs) in development, the Working Party on Aid Effectiveness has recently created an Advisory Group on Civil Society and Aid Effectiveness to develop an explicit civil society and aid effectiveness track for the Accra HLF and to facilitate an enhanced process of dialogue involving donors, developing country governments and civil society from both North and South.  Can PEP CSOs get involved in this process?  Do they have links with this forum already? 
2. Ongoing work 

Given that PD implementation takes place in the field – there is a real need to learn about and document what is happening at country level to advance environmental sustainability through the use of the Paris Declaration Principles. Could PEP members help to document good practice? Lessons? Challenges? 

Is this an area we should further research / explore? Can we link efforts to implement the PD at local level by donors and CSOs? 
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