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Summary

This concept note builds on analytic and advocacy work carried out in 2010 on ‘scaling up local solutions,’ within the broader framework of emerging PEP collaboration on ‘Green Economy for MDG Achievement.’ Three areas for joint work are proposed, with the aim of achieving a transformative outcome at Rio 2012 on scaling up local solutions to ecosystem decline, climate change and the MDGs:

· Country scaling up platform/mechanisms—engaging local organizations and other country-level stakeholders in exploring the potential for and key elements (enabling conditions and mechanisms) of a country-led programmatic approach to scaling up local solutions;

· Knowledge generation and sharing—advancing existing and/or developing new mechanisms to facilitate learning and knowledge sharing on local solutions and strengthening links to policy processes;

· Global action agenda—forging a shared vision and action agenda on supporting and scaling up local solutions and the role of local organizations, as a major outcome of Rio 2012.

Background – 2010 Activities on ‘Scaling Up Local Solutions’
At the PEP 15 meeting in Malawi, PEP members agreed to individually and collectively focus on the theme of Green Economy for MDG Achievement. ‘Scaling up local action’ was identified as one of three focus areas for moving forward in 2010, with a view toward influencing the 2010 UN MDG Summit.
UNDP and WRI carried out analytic work and prepared a joint working paper on Ecosystems, Climate Change and the MDGs—Scaling Up Local Solutions: A Framework for Action. The Working Paper reviews the benefits of and enabling conditions for local ‘ecosystem-based initiatives’ and outlines an action framework for scaling up support. This work provided a backdrop for the High-Level Event on "Biodiversity, Ecosystems and Climate Change: Scaling Up Local Solutions to Achieve the MDGs" organized by UNDP and a dozen other partners (including a number of PEP members) in conjunction with the UN MDG Summit and Special Session on Biodiversity. The High-Level Event attracted over 500 participants, including: heads of state, ministers and members of the diplomatic corps from nearly 60 countries; celebrities serving as UN Goodwill Ambassadors; top officials from UN agencies, civil society organizations, foundations and the private sector; leading academics and experts; and the media. Highlights included:

· An opening Policy Forum that highlighted the critical linkages between healthy ecosystems, climate change and MDG achievement, and the integral role of local actors and action in addressing these challenges and accelerating and sustaining MDG progress.
· Keynote address by UNDP Administrator Helen Clark on the theme of scaling-up local solutions for MDG achievement, and launch of UNDP’s new "Local Capacity Strategy: Enabling Action for the Environment and Sustainable Development." The Strategy is designed to introduce a programmatic paradigm shift, both in how UNDP works with and supports local initiatives, and how national governments work to scale up local-level solutions.
· Launch of the Global Partnership for Community-Based Adaptation.
· Twenty-five local and indigenous community groups from across the developing world were presented with the 2010 Equator Prize in recognition of outstanding work in biodiversity conservation, poverty reduction and adaptation to climate change. Three local representatives delivered a powerful statement on the need for greater local voice in national and global policy fora, and for more effective partnerships and expanded support to scale-up local best practices.

· UNEP Executive Director Achim Steiner closed the event with a 'Call to Action' for a more concerted global effort to support and scale up local solutions to ecosystem decline, climate change and the MDGs.
The event attracted extensive media coverage.  Documents, photos and video footage (including a one-minute ‘highlights video’) can be found here.
Toward Rio 2012 – Proposed Activities

Building on this foundation, Rio 2012 provides a key platform for mobilizing political commitment, supportive policies and increased investment for scaling up local solutions to grow the green economy of the rural poor. With the aim of achieving a transformative outcome at Rio 2012, three areas for joint work are proposed.
1) Country scaling up platform/mechanisms. In 1-2 countries (PEI/GEF Small Grants Programme countries?), engage local organizations and other country-level stakeholders in exploring the design  and implementation of a ‘platform’ for scaling up local solutions. This could include assessing key entry points for mainstreaming local approaches into national and local development planning, resource allocation, and implementation processes. The aim is to shift from a project-by-project approach to a more integrated and country-led programmatic approach that can more effectively support and accelerate the scaling up process, including:

· Enabling policies to address key barriers to scaling up and create incentives that target the poor;

· Strengthening local capacity development and improving access to demand-driven support services;

· Expanding access to domestic and external sources of finance, including new sources of environmental and climate finance;

· Promoting horizontal (local to local) and vertical (local to policy level) learning and knowledge sharing.
2) Knowledge generation and sharing. This work stream would focus on advancing existing and/or developing new mechanisms to facilitate learning and knowledge sharing on local solutions and strengthen links to policy makers and policy processes. This could include targeted work to expand the range of case studies on local solutions and the enabling conditions for success.

3) Global action agenda. Building on the Working Paper prepared for the MDG Summit, develop and build support for a global action agenda on scaling up local solutions to ecosystem decline, climate change and the MDGs as a major outcome of Rio 2012. This could involve a multi-stakeholder consultation process to forge a shared vision and to mobilize political support and commitment. PEP members could explore convening an international workshop or forum as part of the process of consolidating this agenda and building a wider coalition of interested parties.
Related initiatives and opportunities for synergy
This work could be linked to other proposed areas of PEP collaboration on Green Economy—the joint agency paper on Green Economy for Poverty Reduction and MDGs (e.g. including a focus on local solutions to grow the green economy of the poor); and the Green Economy National Dialogues (e.g., as a means for providing input to a shared vision and action agenda on scaling up local solutions).

A number of related initiatives provide opportunities for partnership and synergies, including (partial list):

· UNDP Local Capacity Strategy: Enabling Action for the Environment and Sustainable Development
· UNDP/UNCDF global programme on Scaling Up Support for the MDGs at the Local Level
· UNEP Green Economy Initiative / Ecosystem-based Adaptation
· Green Economy Coalition
· CBD Strategic Plan 2011-2020

· GEF Small Grants Programme

· Equator Initiative

· The SEED Initiative
· Global Partnership on Community-Based Adaptation

Proposed next steps

Review and discuss the proposed areas of work at PEP-16, including in relation to Rio 2012, identify PEP members interested in taking this forward, and agree on next steps.
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